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rom the streets of Orange to ancient roads leading to 
Rome, Gaddi Vasquez has seen many parts of the world 

— most recently as the eighth U.S. representative to the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Agencies in Rome.

Vasquez returns to Orange County as the inaugural 
keynote speaker for Cal State Fullerton’s international confer-
ence, “Connecting Worlds,” taking place April 17 and 18 as 
part of the university’s 50th anniversary celebration.

From his Rome base, Vasquez addressed some questions 
about world hunger, his experiences as director of the Peace 
Corps and how today’s students can make a difference.

What is your main  
role as ambassador?

“I lead the mission staff in 
drawing attention to global prob-
lems of hunger and food insecurity, 
and in managing and ensuring 
the effective use of U.S. resources 
provided to the United Nations  
for the benefit of the poor, hungry 
and marginalized.”

What do you bring  
to your position?

“During my tenure in the 
Peace Corps, I had the opportunity 
to visit more than 60 countries 
and manage a large international 
organization. I met with heads of 
state and senior officials of governments throughout the world 
and worked to advance an understanding of the Peace Corps 
and the great work of its volunteers. The nature of my work 
entailed diplomacy and understanding the challenges, needs 
and opportunities in countries where the Peace Corps works. 
I believe that experience gave me the opportunity to develop 
some of the skills that are essential in my current position. On 

a very personal level, I have a deep passion for the work that I 
am involved in now. The challenges can be daunting and over-
whelming at times. But saving lives and giving hope to those in 
need is work I believe in and have been committed to for more 
than 20 years.”

What is the biggest challenge for this country  
as it relates to world hunger?

“The sheer magnitude of the hunger challenge is daunt-
ing. It’s tragic that one child dies every five seconds from hunger 
in our world. Perhaps our biggest challenge is, in the face of 
the hunger challenge, becoming discouraged with our progress 
or focusing on our own domestic problems. My experience 
has taught me that we need to treat this issue with a sense of 

urgency.”

What skills/areas of study  
do you think will be most valu-
able in meeting the  
challenges of the future and 
make the greatest impact?

“It’s very important for 
Americans to gain international 
experience. The Peace Corps is a 
wonderful opportunity to volun-
teer and contribute to improving 
the lives of the least fortunate 
in our world. Direct experience 
with the daily struggles of men, 
women and children in develop-
ing countries is very valuable to 
any young American who wishes 

to make a strong contribution to ending hunger. University 
study programs that include agricultural science, econom-
ics, international development, political science, history and 
foreign languages give students a solid academic grounding, 
but the course of study matters less than a passion for interna-
tional service, for reaching out beyond our borders to lend a 
helping hand to those struggling to live day to day.”
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How would you characterize your experience  
as director of the Peace Corps?

“The Peace Corps has been successful because Americans 
have been willing to take on difficult jobs in difficult places. As 
director, I met thousands of volunteers and many of the people 
who benefited from their work. I look back on my tenure with 
satisfaction, fulfillment and appreciation for the unique oppor-
tunity to have led one of the finest organizations in the world. 
I had the opportunity to visit many countries and learn about 
traditions and cultures different than ours. The understanding 
and awareness I gained has transformed my life and brought me 
to the realization that our world is a very small place. Each of us 
has a responsibility to promote peace, friendship and understand-
ing here at home and abroad. I have witnessed the suffering that 
disease, poverty and violence have inflicted on men, women and 
children. It has made me grateful for what I have and taught me 
that we must do more to help people in need.”
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Gaddi At A Glance
Age: 53

Main residence: Orange

Family: Married to Elaine; son, Jason

Career Highlights: Peace Corps director; Southern 
California Edison division vice president; Orange County 
Supervisor; chief deputy appointments secretary to former 
Gov. George Deukmejian; city of Orange police officer; 
various appointments to state boards and commissions by 
Deukmejian and former governors Pete Wilson and Gray 
Davis; and appointments to federal commissions by former 
President George H. W. Bush.

Hobbies: Reading, traveling, cycling

Philosophy on life: “Tests of life are sent to make us, not 
to break us.”

Role models: “George Deukmejian. I admire him because 
he never lost sight of the trust that the people of California 
placed in him during his two terms as governor and other 
statewide constitutional offices. He devoted his life to public 
service. My father served as a lifelong role model who taught 
me the importance of servant-leadership. He always believed 
that developing a servant’s heart was important in the life of 
a leader. He believed in a strong work ethic and a philoso-
phy that you worked hard every day so you had a job the 
next day. He was a man of deep faith whose optimism and 
love of people knew no boundaries. He never sought recog-
nition or public acclaim. He lived to serve others.”

International Conference Set for April 17-18

Cal State Fullerton will welcome ambassadors and 
representatives from around the globe during “Connecting 
Worlds,” a two-day international conference April 17 and 18 
in the Titan Student Union. Open to the public, the confer-
ence is part of the university’s 50th anniversary celebration.

The first day’s sessions will address world hunger, 
health and the aging population. Gaddi Vasquez, eighth U.S. 
representative to the United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organizations, will provide the keynote address, followed by 
a panel discussion with ambassadors from South Africa and 
South Korea.

Economic development and global education will be 
the topics of discussion April 18, with keynote speakers Wang 
Shenghong, president of Fudan University in China, and 
Werner Zeigler, rector of Nürtingen-Geislingen University in 
Germany. Also scheduled are panel discussions with ambas-
sadors from China, India, Egypt and Brazil, plus businessmen 
from Russia and Orange County.

	  “Connecting Worlds” is free for students and $50 
for others. For more information and to register for the event, 
visit: http://www.fullerton.edu/50thconference.

Gaddi Vasquez, right, feeds children in Honduras.

Gaddi Vasquez was Cal State Fullerton’s commencement 
speaker in 2003.
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