PUPPET SALUTE

Seeing Strings

Scores of puppets from around the world on display in Anthropology Teaching Museum

BY MIMI KO CRUZ mkocruz@fullerton.edu Nearly all the puppets on display are from the Allan Cook
collection of the Conservatory of Puppetry Arts (COPA) in
Pasadena. Cook’s collection includes porcelain marionettes from

n ome have no strings and some resemble famous

characters from history and film. Others can

China, handmade wood puppets from Mali and other
dance, march, open and shut their eyes and parts of the world, a deer-dancing rod puppet from
mouths and move like real people or ani- Mexico, a Greek shadow puppet and various
mals. Then, there are the ones in shadow stage and television stars made by puppeteers
and the ones waiting for a hand to bring

them to life.

throughout the country. He has more than 4,000
in his collection, which he has been amassing

They are part of a puppet exhibi, over the past seven decades.
“A World of Puppets: Expressions of

Culture,” that runs through Dec. 15,

“Puppets are as unique as the individuals
who create them, yet they all share one thing:
in the Anthropology Teaching Museum
in Room 426 of McCarthy Hall.

The curator, anthropology graduate

they are found in almost every part of the world,”
Stewart said. “Puppets are miniature representa-
tions of specific cultures and have been used to
student Justin E. Stewart, pulled hundreds entertain while educating on topics such as local
of strings into position, making sure all the values, traditions and history. It is my hope that

marionettes, hand puppets, finger puppets through a medium such as puppets, an art form

and shadow puppets share the spotlight. @  known to almost everyone, visitors to this exhibit

About 80 puppets are featured. can take away an appreciation of what makes each
“We had the good fortune to select : —— @' of usunique and an understanding that through

from the largest collection of puppets in the ' i ) | puppets, we all share an interest in entertainment

United States,” said Joseph J. Nevadomsky, ®| - [ ] [ ] ® | and we all value the importance of passing on

professor of anthropology and Stewart’s our values, traditions and history.”

adviser. “The puppets are from all around the The general public is welcome to visit

world, from Africa to India and America, and weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more

we have posters in different languages, advertising the puppets.” information, call 278-3626. fmside

Justin E. Stewart, right, curated the the puppet exhibit that
is on display through Dec. 15 at the Anthropology Teaching
Museum in McCarthy Hall.
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