CSUF Graduate Forum 2011
Transcript

Tu-Uyen N. Nguyen: Hello everyone. Thank you for coming. I am presenting on training student leaders in social justice work, using a unique framework called community-based participatory action research. This framework also involves service learning and community campus partnerships. I will be presenting a case study from a previous taught class, with Asian Pacific Islanders, on the topic of sexual and reproductive issues. This case studies significance was to involve students in the community in research that affects their aspirations of graduate school and going on to post graduate schools. 

Some demographics in the Asian American community are: Chinese, Pilipino, Asian Indian, and Korean are the five largest groups in the U.S. In comparison from 1990 to 2000, these groups have doubled in size or have increased in numbers. As some may not realize there is a vast diversity within the rubric labeled as Asian Pacific Islanders. Presented are the different groups of Asian Pacific Islander. The ones on the left are more commonly heard of, while the ones on the right are less frequently heard of. 

So, what have you heard about Asian Americans in the media? This picture is an example of the Asian Americans in 1984. In 1984, many things like affirmative action were going on. This image was intended to perceive Asian Americans as the model minority being very successful academically, as well as, economically.  In magazines during 1987 portrayed Asian Americans as the model minority and doing well in school calling them “Whiz Kids.”  However, if you look at statistics, Asian Americans excel at getting degrees and succeeding in school, but are less likely to rise to management levels.  There is a huge disparity in what should be happening but is not. 

Approached by the National Asian Pacific American Women Forum, we were asked to train Asian American women in sexual and reproductive health.  There is a lack of research on AAPI communities, even though we make up 5 percent of the population. If you look at sexual articles, Asian Americans only make up 2 percent of the literature. Also, the funding for AAPI research is extremely low because of the perception that Asian Americans are academically successful, they need less funding. Only .2 percent to .4 percent of funding is allocated toward AAPI research. 

The National Asian Pacific American Women Forum (NAPAWF) funded the class to educate students with community based participatory research skills. These courses were designed to have students discuss with the community how to develop a successful curriculum. After fall semester, the students decided that they wanted social action campaigns in the areas of sexual and reproductive health. From this decision, the California Young Women’s Collaborative was formed. This organization’s aim is to train AAPI females in research skills and apply these skills to social action campaigns in the community. 

The students have been going around California college campuses like UC Davis, San Francisco State, UC Berkley, UCI, and Cal State Fullerton. The California Young Women’s Collaborative wanted to join with these college campuses to access different resources. The class I taught at Cal State Fullerton during the fall semester taught the students how to correctly find and present research. NAPAWF helped by coupling hands on community networks and community partners. The students enacted 5,000 random surveys and emails to various female students on campus. The survey and emails had 175 responses, or less than 20 percent. This is equivalent to most research. Indicators for the study included: age range, racial ethnic identity, sexual orientation, health insurance status, and relationship status. Of the respondents, which were all female, were sexually active. There were not enough responses from the African American ethnic group, and unfortunately were not included in the study. 

Orange County press conference: students protested in favor of the healthcare reform at the time. They encouraged others to contact congressmen and congresswomen to pass reform.  The students actually held a press conference to discuss why it’s important to pass this reform. 

Asian Pacific Islander Summit (APIS): students presented results of the survey to legislators and policy makers. The students also visited Loretta Sanchez, who presented them with certificates of recognition for their student voices and opinions. 

The students were so involved with their project, they presented at many sexual reproductive conferences, and composed a manuscript to fill in the gaps of the research, during the summer months. The manuscript was submitted and recently accepted by a peer reviewed journal for publication. 

(Plays song to support female peers) 

After taking the class, many students have branched off to other social campaign projects and studies to help other communities. 

Thank you for listening. 

— Transcribed by Bryce Kobayashi
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