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Mark Hugo Lopez: I’m going to tell you a story about Latino demographics and Latino student trends. 

Also, I’d like to tell you about the Pew Hispanic center and what we’re all about. First the Pew Hispanic center has been around for about 10 years and is founded by Roberto Suro, who is a professor at USC in the Annenberg School. The Pew Hispanic center receives funding from The Pew Charitable Trusts, which is a part of the Pew Research Center. The interesting thing about the Pew Research center is that journalists founded it, which gives a little insight into what kind of work is accomplished by the center.  

The Pew Hispanic Center’s main purpose is social science research. This includes administering public opinion surveys, demographic surveys and analytic research.  We are a fact tank, as opposed to a think tank, because we talk about the facts, but never make policy recommendations. Although we do not take positions on policy, we do ask and research topics related to policy. 

The Pew Hispanic Center surveys registered Hispanic voters about important issues affecting their lives.  The surveys gave the Hispanic participants a list of issues and instructed the participants to rate the importance of the issues from one to 10. 
The survey results indicated that education was the most important issue to Hispanic voters; next was jobs, followed by healthcare.  These three issues have been the most important issues for all Hispanics for the past 10 years.  Additionally, the fourth issue that was important to the participants was the issue of immigration. Thirty-one percent of the participants thought immigration was an important topic, but does not compare to Hispanics’ focus on education. 

The Latino population is generally a young population. Generally in the United 
States, 16 percent of the population is of Hispanic background. Of the U.S. Hispanic population, 18 percent of Hispanics are between the ages of 16-25. The Hispanic youth consist of 1 in 5 children in public schools. Furthermore, in the U.S., 1 in 4 newborns are of Hispanic backgrounds.  When asked how they felt about their future, Hispanic youth responded with optimism.  In the survey, the Hispanic youth replied that their future would be better than that of their parents financially. As we look at the Hispanic population, we notice that education is one of the highest-ranking issues and that the overall Hispanic population is relatively young. 

If we look more at the parental view, more Hispanic parents are putting emphasis on education. After high school, 7 in 10 Hispanic participants indicated that their parents agreed that their children should go to college. This shows that Hispanic people, as a whole, are placing a high importance on education and encouraging the youth to go to college. On the other hand, parents may be pushing their children to go to college, but if you were to ask Hispanic youth how far, you get a different result. Most youth responded that they expect to go to college, but do not expect to get a graduate degree. Also, 16-25 year olds are less likely to be enrolled in school. Therefore, when you take a look at young Latinos, you notice they have a high belief in education, yet educational expectations lag.  From a public survey, asking why Latinos are less likely to aspire to get a graduate degree or attending school, 72 percent indicated that they have to support the family. It was not grades, it was not that the Hispanic youth could not speak English; it wasn’t the cost of college, although cost is an important part of why the youth were not attending school.  The main issue was that the Hispanic youth had to support their family. We also noticed that survey has built in confounding variables.  When participants indicated the reason they were not going to school was because they had to take care of their family could be because of various reasons. The youth could have to support their young and upcoming family, or have to go home and help their parents with financial or household issues. In any case, because there could be various reasons for assisting their family, we cannot specifically target why the Hispanic youth are not attending school. 

On the topic of educational attainment, we notice that the Hispanic population is behind the general population. Comparing Hispanic individuals ages 30-34, we notice that only 9 percent have a bachelor’s degrees, while 21 percent of the general population have a bachelor’s degrees. 

Looking at the U.S. labor force, Latinos ages 25-34 make up 14 percent of the entire U.S. labor force. If we look at the labor force of Latinos in terms of education results indicate that Latinos with graduate degrees make up only 4 percent of the labor force. Additionally, Latinos without a high school diploma make up 40 percent of the labor force. This result shows that Latino workers are less educated because most are immigrants who come from their native countries and complete education there, but are evaluated by different standards in the U.S. 

The 1977- 2008 Post Secondary Pipeline produced by the Department of Education show that most bachelor’s degrees are conferred to white students. Hispanics are toward the bottom of the graph, but show dramatic increases in conferred bachelor’s degrees. Although toward 2008 more bachelor’s degrees are conferred to Latinos, Latinos only make up 8 percent of those who receive bachelor degrees. Young Latinas make up 70 percent of that 8 percent of Latinos who receive bachelor’s degrees. With master’s degrees, Latinos are also toward the bottom of the graph but, the trend of conferred master’s degrees are rising among the Latino community. Latinos make up 6 percent of master’s degrees awarded to the U.S. population, two-thirds of them being Latinas. To explain this trend of increased number of bachelor and master’s degrees conferred to Latinos is due to the fact that more Latinos are attending higher education. 

To close, according to the Censes Bureau 2009, there were 48 million Latinos in the U.S. Since 1980 the Latino population has tripled, and contributed to half of the population growth in the U.S. overall. In the past, immigration was the driving force for the increase of Latinos in the United States. However, in this decade, the increase in Latinos is attributed to the native born Latino population. Projected for 2050 the Latino population will increase from today’s 16 percent to 29 percent of the nation’s population. Also, the overall population of the Hispanic population is relatively young. Although, the older parental generation has a higher average age, young native-born Latinos have an average age of about 14 years old.  So, where does this Latino community reside in the U.S.? In 1980, most Hispanic populations resided around the southwestern boarder of the United States.  Throughout the decades and through 2008, more Latinos are residing more throughout the U.S. Latinos have moved toward the northern parts of the U.S., and as far as the eastern most parts of the U.S.  The Latino population has grown all over the U.S., but mostly in areas like California, Florida, North Carolina, and Dallas.  

— Transcribed by Bryce Kobayashi
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